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Toledo Museum of Art Announces Selection  
of Renowned Design Partners for Major Reinstallation Project 

 
Toledo, OH, Nov. 14, 2024 – The Toledo Museum of Art (TMA) has selected Michael 
Maltzan Architecture, Once-Future Office and Studio Zewde as the design partners for a 
comprehensive reinstallation of the museum’s galleries. This ambitious project, the first 
holistic reinterpretation of TMA’s presentation since the late Roger Mandle’s directorship 
in the 1980s, will reimagine both the curatorial narrative and the visitor experience. 
 

The reinstallation will provide a chronological journey through art history, guiding 
visitors from antiquity to the present day, tracing the cultural connections between 
geographies that the current galleries understate. The new presentation will showcase a 
fuller breadth of human cultural creativity, telling both a more accurate and inclusive 
history. The redesigned galleries will feature fresh updates to showcase the variety and 
quality of TMA’s collection, including innovative uses of technology. These 
enhancements, along with essential facility upgrades such as restrooms and upgraded 
heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC), will significantly elevate the visitor 
experience. 
 

Since 2020, TMA has doubled its acquisition resources and quadrupled its 
curatorial team, positioning the museum to undertake this innovative project. The 
reinstallation will encompass every space on the museum’s campus, including the 
Edward B. Green Building, the SANAA Glass Pavilion and the Georgia and David K. 
Welles Sculpture Garden.  
 

“The Toledo Museum of Art is well positioned to do something distinguished with 
our reinstallation,” said Adam Levine, Edward Drummond and Florence Scott Libbey 
president, director and CEO at TMA. “We have a collection that spans 6,000 years and 
six continents, an expanded and unified curatorial department, and a strong foundation 
of community outreach and engagement. We are a big museum, embedded in our 
community, but not too big to be siloed, allowing us to tell a truly global art history that 
showcases the depth and breadth of connections across cultures. Our visitors will see 
their histories on display.”   
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Levine continued, “To bring this presentation to life, we need brilliant design 
partners who have demonstrated commitment to including community perspectives. We 
have found them in Michael Maltzan Architecture, Studio Zewde and Once-Future 
Office.”  
 

“The Toledo Museum of Art’s reinstallation project offers a once-in-a-generation 
chance to reimagine the museum experience. We're excited to be working with the 
museum to design innovative, accessible spaces that showcase the museum’s world-
class collection and tell an expanded story of creativity, one that resonates with local 
communities and speaks to global connectivity. By integrating diverse media and 
technology and prioritizing inclusivity, we aim to create a transformative visitor 
experience that can serve as a model for cultural institutions worldwide,” said Michael 
Maltzan, Michael Maltzan Architecture. 
 

TMA is committed to ensuring that the new galleries reflect feedback from its 
local audience, the Toledo metropolitan area. During the past year, the museum and its 
design partners have engaged in extensive outreach activities, including surveys and 
neighborhood conversations with community members, to gather diverse perspectives 
and insights. This approach will help ensure the reinstallation resonates with visitors 
and deepens our connection with the community’s rich culture. 

 
“Our gallery presentation is four decades old, which is to say that our visitor 

experience is built on a 40-year-old infrastructure,” Levine said. “If our mission is to 
integrate art into the lives of people, then rehanging our collection is only half of the 
equation. The reinstallation offers us a chance to go back to the conceptual as well as 
the physical studs, rethinking the museum experience for the 21st century. We are 
developing exciting plans on this front that we believe can create different paradigms for 
engagement.”  

 
“We are extremely humbled and honored to be a part of the selected team 

working with the Toledo Museum of Art,” said Sara Zewde, Studio Zewde. “The 
museum’s ambitions to showcase a fuller breadth of human cultural production and 
embed art into the everyday lives of people have inspired the way we see the potential 
of the museum’s landscape. We look forward to continuing the process of listening to 
the local community, the land and the stories the collection has to tell, as we shape a 
landscape that is responsive to the need for new museum paradigms and, yet, resonant 
with this place.” 
 

Dungjai Pungauthaikan from Once-Future Office added, “We’re thrilled to be part 
of a project with such a strong connection and dedication to its community. It’s an 



 

 
TMA Announces Selection of Design Partners for Reinstallation  Page 3 of 5 
Nov. 14, 2024 
 

extraordinary opportunity to be part of this dream team in creating a groundbreaking 
chronological experience. Our team brings expertise in crafting autonomous visitor 
experiences with world-renowned art institutions, while authentically showcasing their 
distinct stories and qualities. We’re excited to amplify the stories of TMA’s expansive 
collection through engaging visual and interactive strategies in this reinstallation.” 
 

The design phase is currently underway, and TMA plans to share designs with 
the public in 2025. While there will be gallery closures as the museum is updated and 
the collection is reinstalled, TMA will remain open over the length of the project. 
Construction is set to begin in 2025, with an anticipated completion in 2027.   
 

About Toledo Museum of Art 
 

Founded in 1901, the Toledo Museum of Art (TMA) is a beloved cultural 
institution in Toledo, Ohio, and a global leader in the museum field. Dedicated to the 
belief that art transforms lives, TMA seeks to inspire visitors to see the world in new 
ways. 
 

General admission to TMA is always free, inviting all to explore its galleries. The 
museum is open Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and on 
Friday and Saturday from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. It is closed on Monday, Tuesday and select 
holidays. TMA is located at 2445 Monroe St., just one block off I-75, with exit signs 
posted for easy access. For more information, call 419-255-8000 or visit 
toledomuseum.org. 
 

About Michael Maltzan Architecture  
 

Michael Maltzan Architecture is a Los Angeles based architectural practice that is 
dedicated to the design and construction of projects that link communities, foster 
connections and bridge physical and social boundaries. Their projects engage a wide 
range of programs, from cultural and educational institutions, housing for all, to civic 
infrastructure. Significant projects include the Moody Center for the Arts, Qaumajuq, the 
Winnipeg Art Gallery’s Inuit Art Centre, Hammer Museum, multiple permanent 
supportive housing buildings, One Santa Fe, and the new Sixth Street Viaduct.  
 

Exhibition design has been a long-standing focus of the office with exhibitions for 
La Biennale di Venezia, Carnegie Museum of Art, Los Angeles County Museum of Art, 
and Canadian Center for Architecture. The work and ideas of the office have received 
extensive international recognition, including the Rudy Bruner Foundation’s Gold Medal 
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for Urban Excellence, and the Zumtobel Award for Innovations for Sustainability and 
Humanity in the Built Environment.    
 

About Studio Zewde 
 

Studio Zewde is a landscape, urban design and public art practice based in the 
Harlem neighborhood of New York City. Named to the Architectural Digest AD100, an 
Emerging Voice by the Architectural League of New York, and one of ArchDaily's Best 
New Practices, the studio’s work is lauded for its design methodology that syncs site 
interpretation and narrative with a dedication to the craft of construction. A 100% Black-
woman owned firm, the studio’s employees have multi-disciplinary backgrounds in 
landscape design, architectural design, art history, soil science, city planning, statistics, 
community organizing, public art and beyond. A wide range of projects like Dia Beacon 
in Beacon, New York, and Echoes of the Hill in Columbus, Indiana, demonstrate the 
potential for their work to illuminate the stories of people and place. Studio Zewde is 
devoted to creating enduring places where people belong. 

 
About Once-Future Office 

 
Founded in 2012, Once-Future Office is a multidisciplinary design studio in NYC 

working closely with civic, cultural and mission-driven organizations. It brings clarity to 
complex information across integrated brand identities, campaigns, information design, 
digital products and environments. Their process is built upon a commitment to 
research, a love for systems and a dedication to making smart, elegant design that 
brings ideas to life. 

Once-Future Office is an award-winning, 100% MWBE-certified studio. Clients 
include the Buffalo AKG Art Museum, Center for Architecture, The Bronx Museum of the 
Arts, Museum of the City of New York, Portland Museum of Art, Storefront for Art and 
Architecture and Vancouver Art Gallery. 

 
### 

 
 
MEDIA CONTACTS 
 
Local Media 
Doreen Cutway, Senior Public Relations Manager 
Toledo Museum of Art 
Phone: 419-254-5773 
Email: dcutway@toledomuseum.org 
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Regional Media 
Adrian Lilly 
Blue Water Communications 
800-975-3212 
media@bluewatercommunications.biz 
 
National and International Media 
David Yu 
Sutton Communications 
212-202-3402 
toledomuseumofart@suttoncomms.com 
 
 
 


